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Announcing our Summer Discussion Topics for July 

All Discussions Begin at 10:30 am 
In Person and Online 

 

July 11  ~  The Southern Border ~ Sylvia Manning, Discussion Leader 
 

Sylvia Manning will be talking about her experience helping asylum seekers on the Texas border.    She first moved to 
northern Vermont in 1969, but has lived nearer the Mexican border than the Canadian for much of her life.  She was 
involved in the Sanctuary movement of the 1980s through an interfaith organization based in the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas and more recently, since 2014, with the Interfaith Welcome Coalition, San Antonio, with which her own UU 
congregation in Texas has worked in tandem for many years.  She hopes to describe how the work in Texas developed, 
recent aspects of that work, and to question the way forward.  She was a delegate to the 2021 UU General Assembly 
and thus could vote for the new Statement of Conscience asking us to demand justice for—among others to whom it 
has been denied—immigrants. 
 
July 18  ~ Struggling with the First Principle ~ Diane Barnett, Discussion Leader 
 

 Many UUs have problems with our First Principle in which asks us to affirm and promote the inherent worth and  
dignity of every person.  Is this possible to do while living in the real world?  Diane Barnett will guide us in tackling  
this principle.  Diane has been a member of UUCStJ since 2005.  She has served as Clerk of the Board of Trustees  
under 3 Moderators and 2 Co-moderators, as well as being on Worship Committees, RE Committees, and Committees 
on Ministry.  She is currently our SEA (Spiritual Exploration Activities) teacher.  Diane graduated from LSC with a BS in 
Behavioral Sciences and is currently working as a Case Manager/Special Educator at Burke Town School. 
 
July 25 ~ A Sense of Place ~ Alice Wuertele, Discussion Leader 
 

What are the reasons for staying in, or moving away from, a place?  How many of us have questioned the sanity of 
those who remain in what we consider undesirable locations.  What are the advantages of staying put?  Moving 
around?  Alice has experienced her fair share of packing up, and has gained much insight from the inside of a place 
looking out.  To paraphrase The Clash, “Should we stay or should we go?” 

 
 

Services Each Sunday at 10:30 am via Zoom 
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Cerebrations ~ Ministerial Meanderings for July 
 

 What a pleasure it was to see many of you on June 27th, in person at our first  
in-person service since March 15, 2020.  We had 42 people in attendance:  28 in person 
and 14 on Zoom.  Just about everything went better than expected and we certainly 
couldn’t have done it without the help of Nate Houser, Jeffrey Perry, Judith Hutchinson, 
Lorie Demas,  Jane Brickett, Marguerite Bruno, Bill Coleman, and Kathy Gray.  Thank you 
all so very much! 

 

 It was also my pleasure to conduct a brief installation service 
for our 2021-2022 Board.  I look forward to working with all of you as 
we move into an uncertain future as far as COVID variants are  
concerned.  I think this past year-and-a-half has shown that we are 
more than capable of handling whatever comes our way. 
 

 Since going from full-time to three-quarter-time ministry this 
May, I’ve been “cerebrating” on how to manage my time.  Borrowing 
an idea from several other UU ministers, and with the Board’s  
approval, I’m going to try working three weeks out of each month; so 
until I find this doesn’t work (!), I’ve chosen the third week of the  
month as my off week.  This means that, with the exception of  
emergencies, I won’t be answering emails, taking calls or texts,  
going to meetings, working on services, dealing with physical aspects 
of the Meeting House, etc.  Should an emergency occur, please contact Lorie and she will get in touch with me.  
Since my tendency is to usually say “okay” to any request, I hope everyone will help me stick with this attempt 
at self-care!   
 

 This month marks the start of Coffee and Conversations, our summer discussion series, which will 
continue through the end of August.  Since there are five Sundays in the month, there will be two full services.  
We’ll be doing all of this “hybridly” so please join us either in person or via Zoom.  
 

 Many blessings for a wonderful summer filled with the joy of being unmasked and able to interact with 
friends and loved ones in person.  
 

         In much love and hope,  
     
      Susan-Lynn        

 

Left to right:  Charlie Emerson, Treasurer; Bill  
Coleman, Trustee; Susan-Lynn; Judith Hutchinson 
and Libby Hillhouse, Co-Moderators; Jane Brickett, 
Trustee.  Sarah Bengston was installed via Zoom 
as a Trustee.  Shannon Choquette, who was unable 
to be at the service, returns as Clerk.   

Coffee hour al fresco with Jeffrey Perry’s sunflower cupcakes. 

Jeffrey Perry’s sunflower cupcake! 
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           Caring Network 
We are filled with joy that the COVID 
restrictions are now lifted!  The Caring Network 
will now be able to physically reach out to support 
our friends and community.  
 

Please contact us if you or someone you know 
could use an extra bit of support.   
 

Jane Brickett (603-788-2220) / silofarm@gmail.com 
 

Brendan Hadash (802-748-8074) / bhadash@sover.net   

Melanie Pudvah (802-424-1380) / m_lindburg49@hotmail.com 
 

Marguerite Bruno (802-892-1256) / mbruno2@mac.com 

 

Susan-Lynn Johns (802-473-8110) 
uustj.revsusanlynn@gmail.com 
 

 

Rest assured that any information shared with  
the Caring Network will remain confidential. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4th    ~  Bill Tulp 

 

7th  ~  Vinny Nadeau 
 

18th  ~   Savanna Bernier 
 

18th  ~   Marguerite Bruno 
 

Bottle & Can Drive  
for Social Justice! 

 

Help our Team support the NEK 
Asylum Seeker’s Assistance  
Network by donating returnable 
bottles and cans.  Please call the 
office to schedule a drop-off or 
arrange for us to pick them up.  
(802-748-2442)   

 

 

The Community Lunch crew is serving about 20  
takeout meals each Saturday.  Most Saturdays we 
have sufficient volunteers but we need back up 
when someone is unable to come.  We are most in 
need of a substitute coordinator for the meal.  This 
job is not as daunting as it sounds.  We have food 
in the freezer to be cooked and the rest of the staff 
know their jobs and can help any new person.  If 
you have questions or are willing to help please 
contact Daisy at daisymccoy50@gmail.com or  
808-214-3068.  

Treasurer’s Letter 
Dear UUCStJ Members and Friends,  
 

Thank you for supporting my appointment as UUCStJ  
Treasurer for the coming year and for your approval of the 
2021-2022 Budget.  My plan is to serve a one year term as 
Treasurer to support the Board and Congregation during 
the Covid transition, and then stepping aside to pursue my 
full time work and serve the Congregation in other ways.  
Please connect with Libby and/or Judith if you are interested 
in becoming Treasurer next year.  
 

UUCStJ has financial challenges and new opportunities in 
the coming year as we emerge from the isolation of Covid. 
Our most immediate need is repairing our Meeting House.  
Our building requires significant remediation to become 
fully operational for UUCSTJ services and meetings this 
coming Fall.  A fresh face on our Meeting House also will 
help us bring new Members to our Congregation and  
attract the St J community to rent space for their activities.  
Repairing our Meeting House is our summer’s financial  
priority.  
 

Currently we are hosting Pilates by Heidi in our Sanctuary, a 
win-win rental arrangement that serves our community and 
our congregation.  We hope you’ll help us spread the word 
that we welcome groups and individuals who wish to rent 
space in our Meeting House for weddings, memorial  
services and community functions.  Please send inquires to 
Susan-Lynn and me.  Rental income is an essential source  
of revenue to support our mission. 
 

Thanks to all members and friends who gave generously 
their time and effort to enable uninterrupted Sunday Zoom 
services (with music!) since March of 2020.  Thanks also to 
the Board for organizing the transition to hybrid/real time 
services (starting on June 27), and to Susan-Lynn and Lorie 
for holding us together.  
 

Please continue to give your time and donations  
generously.  
 

Best wishes for a fun and relaxing summer and for your  
return to UUCStJ, LIVE.  
 
Charlie 
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