
1 

February 7 
 

Diane Barnett, Guest Speaker 
Waiting 

 
Imbolc is one of four cross-quarter 
days on the Wheel of the Year,  
halfway between the winter solstice 
and the spring equinox.  Unlike the 
other cross-quarter days of Lammas,  
Beltane, and Samhein, Imbolc still 
feels like it's stuck in Winter, at least 

in these northern areas.  And so we wait.  Wait for the ther-
mometer to register above freezing.  Wait for the crocuses 
to pop up through the snow. Wait for that first day we 
open up the windows to clear out the stale air, only to  
hurry around and close them as soon as the sun begins to 
set.  We wait.  We wait, because we know the light is  
returning.  
 

Diane has been a member since 2005.  She has served as 
Clerk of the Board of Trustees under 3 Moderators and 2 
Co-moderators, as well as being on Worship Committees, 
RE Committees, and Committees on Ministry.  She is  
currently the SEA teacher.  She graduated from LSC with a 
BS in Behavioral Sciences and is currently working as a 
Case Manager/Special Educator at Burke Town School.  

 
February 14 

The Rev. Susan-Lynn Johns, Minister 
 

Love and Bananas 

 
There’s probably no topic in all the 
world in all of time that has had so 
much written about it as has the topic 
of love.  We crave it, we express it, we 
curse it, we . . . well . . . love it.  We can 
be longing for it, we can be in it, we 
can be well rid of it; but two things are  
certain—it’s all around us and it isn’t 

just about romance.   
 

The bananas???  You’ll just have to attend the service to 
find out about those! 
 
 

 
 
 

Services Each Sunday at 10:30 am via Zoom 

February 21 
The Rev. Susan-Lynn Johns, Minister 

Good Grief:  Loss and Transformation 
 

In a recent blog post, The Velveteen 
Rabbi, Rabbi Rachel Barenblat ponders 
this question:  What is it like to aban-
don  
a previous life with its social whirl, and 
to forge new spirit in the combination of  
enforced isolation and enforced  
togetherness? Is it anything like this?  

 

Whether or not we’ve abandoned a “social whirl,” we’ve all 
lost many important aspects of our pre-COVID lives.  
Whether we’re facing it alone or in what Rabbi Barenblat 
calls “enforced togetherness,” it’s tough.  Many people are 
experiencing tiny griefs; wistful memories of things we all 
used to take for granted.  How we handle these tiny griefs 
are important because grief unaddressed only grows.  So 
what do we do with all of these loses? Might we be able to 
transform them into hope? 
 

February 28 
What are you looking for?  

What have you found? 
Rev. Joanne Giannino 

Worship Leader 
 
An invitation to reflect on the spiritual 
journey with Rev. Joanne Giannino, 
who has been attending St. J UU since 
Samhain. 
 

Rev. Joanne Giannino is a Unitarian 
Universalist minister who has served congregations in Mas-
sachusetts, Arizona, and Illinois.  A lifelong writer, her arti-
cles, poems, essays, and prayers have appeared in a variety 
of anthologies and magazines.  She is the author of the 
curriculum, Meetings at the Moon: a six-session spiritual 
journey for pre-teen girls, which she wrote while Director of 
Religious Education in Bridgewater, MA.  Before becoming a 
religious professional, Joanne had  
careers as an expressive arts therapist at a community  
mental health center, adjunct faculty at Lesley College 
(now University) Graduate School, and as managing editor 
for a chain of weekly newspapers.  She and her husband  
live in Westmore up the hill from Willoughby Lake.  Their  
children, grandchild and extended families live in  
Massachusetts. 
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Caring Network 
 

Some of us now qualify for the COVID vaccine and 
others have to wait a bit longer, but we all remain in 
community even by Zoom and phone.  The Caring Network is still 
here to support our loving community in these trying times.  If 
you or someone you know could use a bit of extra support, please 
contact a member of the core committee and we will assist  
following CDC and state guidelines, of course:  
 

Jane Brickett (603-788-2220) / silofarm@gmail.com 
 

Brendan Hadash (802-748-8074) / bhadash@sover.net   

Melanie Pudvah (802-424-1380) / m_lindburg49@hotmail.com 

 

Susan-Lynn Johns (802-473-8110) uustj.revsusanlynn@gmail.com 
 

Marguerite Bruno (802-892-1256) / mbruno2@mac.com 
 

Rest assured that any information shared with  
the Caring Network will remain confidential. 

19th  ~  Diane Barnett 
 

23rd   ~    Wally Bernier 
 

Cerebrations 
Ministerial Musings and Meanderings  

for February 
 

 I am so happy to be a part of this loving, 
caring, and creative congregation.  Our 
“Gathering” last Sunday was amazing, as we came 
up with ideas that will drive us forward into what is 
still very much “the unknown.”  But while we don’t 
know how the virus will play out, we do know that we 
care about each other and want to thrive, not just  
survive.  The ideas that were generated in our break-
out groups are all doable and exciting.     
 

The goal of growing our membership has already  
begun.  David Harrison, Rev. Graci Rudolph, and Dr. 
Frank Rudolph have joined our congregation.  Another 
wonderful thing about this is that David joins us from 
Texas and the Rudolphs from Mexico.  Say what you 
will about Zoom, it’s been remarkable at opening our 
congregation to members and friends who could not 
otherwise attend our services.   
 

Also, Brendan has graciously offered to start a study 
group—topic TBD.   
 

A summary of the Gathering is on the next page, so if 
you weren’t able to be there last Sunday, please take a 
look at the ideas and if you’d like to add something to 
the list, send your suggestions to the office at 
stjuuc@gmail.com  or give me a call at 802-473-8110. 
 

   In hope and much love, 
 

    Susan-Lynn 

 

 

 

 

January 16, 2021 

mailto:silofarm@gmail.com
mailto:802-748-8074/bhadash@sover.net
mailto:802-324-0388/patricia.turner.mail@gmail.com
mailto:reflectionsforuu@gmail.com
mailto:reflectionsforuu@gmail.com
mailto:uucstj@gmail.com
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Universalist Unitarian Congregation of St. Johnsbury 
“Gathering” for Congregational Conversation 

 
Thank you, to all who gathered for our conversation January 31, 2021. For those unable to be there, and to jog the memories of 
those of us who were, here are the topics we discussed and ideas we came up with—and the online “votes” on favorites. 
 

First we celebrated some of the successes we have had in the past year, even through the pandemic: staying together through 
online services, reaching out to our members and friends, adapting and continuing the Saturday lunch program, partnering with 
old and new community groups, exploring ways to maintain the income to support our mission. 
 

Then we moved into breakout “rooms” to talk about new ideas in the areas of Inreach (nurturing our bonds within the  
congregation community), Outreach (service, advocacy, and relationships with the greater community), and Fund-raising.  We 
reported back to the whole group after each breakout. 
 

Finally, we “voted” informally, showing thumbs-up reactions on-screen, and came up with this list of promising plans: 
 

Inreach: 
• ●Book groups on zoom 
• Socially distanced walking buddies 
• Send things to everybody (like we did the Christmas Eve candles) 
• Dinners in small groups on zoom 
• Gardening (in spring!) 
• Candle-lighting for other occasions  
• Memorial event for worldwide victims of pandemic 
 

Outreach: 
• Open up book group to the greater community 
• Host webinars, films, speakers, workshops for community  
• Host a climate forum online 
• Form additional partnerships with community organizations 
• Reach out to former members to invite them back 
• Hold Easter and/or Mother’s Day take-out dinners 
• Use Front Porch Forum to announce activities 
• Reach out to Derby Line and Burke congregations 
• Respond with public statements and actions in response to current events affecting justice 

 

Fund-raising: 
• ● Invite friends in distant locations to become online members and encourage them to pledge 
• Continue and expand use of “Donate” button 
• Hold online auctions 
• Encourage donations of art, crafts, music, cooking lessons for auction 
• Hold matching donation drives and match contributions by first-time pledgers 
• Encourage non-members to pledge 
• Reach 100% pledging 
• Use UUA resources 
• Sell advertising or sponsorships to local businesses 
• Share budget and financial information with congregation frequently 
• Share information about the level of reliance on our endowment, and involve membership in decisions about budgeting 

 
If you’d like to add something to the lists, 
send your suggestions to the office at stjuuc@gmail.com   
or call Susan-Lynn at 802-473-8110 

Bottle Drive!!! 
The Social Justice Team is still collecting returnable bottles 
and cans in order to support St J’s Northeast Kingdom  
Asylum Seeker’s Assistance Network (NEKASAN).  If you 
need us to pick them up, please call Lorie in the office at 
802-748-2442 and leave a message.  THANKS! 

mailto:uucstj@gmail.com

