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My Dear Members and Friends, 
 

 If ever there were a time to feel the righteous anger that leads to radical justice, this 
is that time.  Contrary to what we’ve seen on the news just about every night for years, black 
lives are not expendable.  There is nothing that can excuse the events that led to George 
Floyd’s death at the knee of Officer Derek Chauvin in Minneapolis on May 25th.  While  
knowing that he was being filmed, Officer Chauvin knelt on Mr. Floyd’s neck with his hands 
in his pockets, nonchalantly looking around as Mr. Floyd pleaded to be released, calling for 
his mother in what National Geographic called “a sacred invocation.”  Bystanders urged  
Officer Chauvin to stop, but he and two other officers who held Mr. Floyd down continued 
pressing on him for eight minutes and 46 seconds.  Officer Chauvin did not remove his knee even after Mr. Floyd 
lost consciousness, and for a full minute after paramedics arrived on the scene.  Officer Chauvin and Mr. Floyd 
were not just random strangers because they had worked together as security guards for a local restaurant.  Mr. 
Floyd’s alleged crime was to buy a pack of cigarettes with a counterfeit twenty-dollar bill.  A man’s life was  
inexplicably snuffed out for a pack of cigarettes.  Other black lives have been violently slain for less, and justice 
has been non-existent in most cases.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Surrounded by the relative whiteness of Vermont, particularly in the Northeast Kingdom, we might not 
give a lot of thought to the lives and issues of African Americans until another needless death appears in the 
news cycle and then fades away.  We might also not give a lot of thought to the privilege that provides us with  
so many benefits simply by nature of our skin color.  But this time, I believe the uprising that’s going on right now 
is not going to fold its tent and quietly fade away.  We have reached a tipping-point and the rest of the world is 
supporting us as we seem to have finally become emboldened enough to effect change.   
 

 Unitarian Universalists have been on the front lines of the struggle for racial equality for decades.  Two of 
our UU martyrs were killed in 1965 in Selma, Alabama.  On June 7, I’ll be reflecting on the implications of the  
protests spurred by the death of George Floyd.  On the 14th, I will talk about what happened within Unitarian 
Universalism during the 1960s and in the years that followed, as we more or less rested on our laurels along with 
most of the country.  It took the Black Lives Matter movement to really wake us up . . . and once we got “woke,” 
we found our drive toward racial justice again and are taking great strides to address inequities within our own 
denomination, in this country, and throughout the world.   
 

 Please hold in your hearts all those who are on the front lines in this struggle for justice, for without  
justice there can be no real peace. 
 

          In Faith,   
 

          Susan-Lynn 
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June 7 
The Protests To End All Protests? 
Rev. Susan-Lynn Johns, Minister 

 

     Since the middle of March, we have been 
living in a new world—one that is barely  
recognizable.  I felt that I was just getting a 
handle on dealing emotionally and spiritually 
with the pandemic when George Floyd was 
murdered by a Minneapolis police officer.  

The protests going on all over the country and abroad, 
have once again focused our attention on the problem of  
systemic racism—a problem our country has been bungling, 
ignoring, or deliberately making worse for hundreds of 
years.  Beyond consciousness-raising, how can we, here in 
the whiteness of Vermont, be of help to our African-
American siblings who have been oppressed by the systems 
whites created and sustained for over 400 years?  

 

June 14 
Walking the Walk 

Rev. Susan-Lynn Johns, Minister 
 

     If Unitarian Universalism had a middle 
name, it would be “Justice.”  We’ve always 
been on the front lines of protests, 
siding with love and spreading our legacy 
of “deeds not creeds.”  After the Selma 
march in 1965, thousands of African-

Americans became members of Unitarian Universalist  
congregations, yet within a short period of time, most of 
them fell away and we, who are probably the most liberal 
religious denomination, became one of the least diverse 
denominations in the country.  Until very recently, over 80 
percent of our members are white.  I’ll tell you the story of 
how this happened and talk about the discernment process 
the UUA recently went through in an effort to dismantle 
the white supremacy within the organization and why this 
is so important to us. 

 1st ~ Dana Karuza-Tulp 
 8th ~ Suzy Burns 
 9th ~ Cynthia Steil 
12th ~ Sandy Bergquist 
17th ~  Judith Hutchinson 
25th ~ Ronan Perry 
26th ~ David Partington 

June 21 
Flowers and Fathers 

Rev. Susan-Lynn Johns, Minister 
 

     How do you hold a communion service 
without being able to physically commune?  
The obvious answer is “virtually.”  So 
here’s how we’re going to do our Flower 
Communion this year.  Since we can’t 
bring our flowers to a central location, I’m 

asking everyone who can to take a photo of themselves (or 
their family) with a flower to be added to a PowerPoint ex-
travaganza that will be shown this Sunday.  If you need 
someone to take your picture, call the office  (748-2442) 
and let Lorie know.  In observance of Father’s Day, I’m go-
ing to talk about my search for my birth father. 

 

June 28 
Virtual Worship Service  

of the Unitarian Universal General Assembly 
 

     The Unitarian Universalist General Assembly 
meets every June in a different part of the  
country.  This year it was set to meet in  
Providence, but that was before COVID-19.   
This year it will be meeting virtually and that 
means that we can experience the Sunday 

Morning Worship Service—the largest annual gathering of 
UUs joining in worship.   
 

     The Rev. Joan Javier-Duval, minister of the Unitarian 
Church of Montpelier, will be co-leading the service.  This 
worship experience will stream on https://www.uua.org/
ga Sunday, June 28, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. EDT. 
I hope you’ll join me there!  
 

Our Summer Discussion Series Returns in July 
 

     We hope you’ll grab a cup of 
coffee and join us for virtual  
discussions during July and  
August. Topics and leaders will 
be announced in next month’s 
newsletter.  Watch this space!! 

https://www.uua.org/ga
https://www.uua.org/ga
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To Open or Not to Open?  The COVID Question. 
 

     The question confronting all congregations this summer 
is whether or not to open their sanctuaries to in-person  
gatherings again.  And, if so, when?  Because this is a  
profound issue, the Board is talking about this with great 
care. 
 

     At this moment, we recognize the number of people in 
our congregation who are in the high-risk category for  
contracting the Coronavirus.  Many of us are still fairly  
sequestered, keeping not only ourselves and families safe, 
but others around us.  Some of us are required to work and 
are faced with staying safe in those work environments. 
 

     We are clear on this point:  There is no consideration of 
opening our sanctuary this summer or before we know the 
status of the virus come fall.  We will follow all safety 
guidelines recommended by the State at all times. 
 

     However, it is also important for all members to share 
your thoughts about this issue.  The board will make      
decisions based on what we know and feel to be safe, but 
we also want to include you in our thinking.  Here are some 
ideas: 
 

     If you have a need or desire to have some community  
contact, would you be interested in very small (fewer than 
10 people) Chalice Groups held outdoors?  Are there other 
ways you would enjoy some time together in small groups, 
such as a picnic or book group? 
 

     Please share your thoughts.  We are gathering  
information. We feel strongly that this conversation must 
include your ideas, concerns, your personal needs.  The 
Board will respond in the safest, most considered, and  
respectful way possible. 
 

    With gratitude, 
 

    Libby and Michelle 

Leslie (Laelia) Tawnamaia 
January 10, 1955 - May 29, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Tribute by Chris Brimmer 
 

      I found out that a good friend and mentor passed  
recently. Laelia Donna Tawnamaia was a Unitarian  
Universalist minister, practicing Buddhist, social  
activist and pacifist. Her agape was as immense as she 
was physically tiny and I have never met anyone who 
embraced the Universalism of our faith like she did.   
 

     We worked on the building together and with a  
patient, slow, water dripping on stone style I learned 
her practice of mindfulness almost by osmosis and  
became convinced that it was a path to solving our   
environmental crisis.  The world is diminished by the 
loss of her love.  
 

     Those wishing to do something in memory of Laelia 
are  
invited to make a donation to a local animal welfare  
organization of their choosing.  Cards sharing memo-
ries may be sent to the family care of Guare & Sons 

     Penny has been on overdrive making masks that 
she’s offering for free to anyone who wants one.  
They’re lovely to look at, comfortable to wear and, 
again, they’re FREE!  To get one, just call Penny at  
603-444-0866 or email her at penlizmck@gmail.com  
and she’ll actually mail it to you!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Thanks, Penny, for your incredible generosity and  
concern for the health of our congregation. 

mailto:penlizmck@gmail.com
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     Everyone would 
probably agree that  
we are in the midst of 
times of planetary  
chaos, uncertainty, 

suffering and unrest. The ongoing demonstrations of 
support associated with the Black Lives Matter  
movement in the aftermath of the police killing of 
George Floyd and so many others that preceded it 
could present opportunities for us to teach, act as 
peacekeepers and offer role modeling or mentorship 
for any participants in the demonstrations who might 
value our input.  Most of us are fairly experienced as 
members of various movements.  
 

     What form if any should our Social Justice  
Committee’s involvement in these actions take?  Do 
we have substantial enough support among us  
numerically to arrive at any of these events as a group 
and function as a Committee while present there?  It 
would seem that there are so many different events 
popping up, often from unknown origins and  
organized by people we may not be easily able to  
identify or figure out how to contact that mobilizing 
on a last minute basis to join in these events could be 
challenging.  It could also be very rewarding.  With the 
display of our banner we can raise our profile as a  
congregation if we proceed in this direction, perhaps 
interesting some new and possibly some younger  
people in checking out our services and/or the work of 
our committee.  I also think the idea of us setting up a 
virtual bookshelf could be advantageous, thought  
provoking and economical.  I am often not all that 
concerned about what happens to many of the books 
that I purchase after reading them.  These could be 
ideal books to try to interest others in reading, and 
perhaps we can check back in informally with each  
other about what we gleaned from the readings.  
Obviously this is a better than average time for us to 
read as many of us are either working from home, 
working reduced hours, in various forms and  
magnitudes of retirement, or, worst case scenario  
unemployed now. 
 

I can be contacted at (802) 535-5042 
or bcolemaneef@gmail.com 
 

Your ideas and feedback are always highly valued and 
encouraged. Thanks!      
     Bill Coleman 

     I am not sure what has 
taken place of late with 
regard to the upper (or 
side) lot in terms of  
maintaining it and  
working on care for the 

lawn, planters and plantings. Sometime about the  
middle of this month of June I plan on visiting this 
beautiful and potentially even nicer and more widely 
utilized space in order to prioritize what should be  
taking place there this summer.  
 

      I can be contacted in the ways listed in the Social 
justice Notes if anyone is interested in working with 
me and coordinating with me on this approach.  ]
Alternately I would appreciate anyone who is planning 
on working in that space to keep me informed about 
your plans and ideas so we can avoid duplication and 
collaborate.  Thanks!      
     Bill Coleman 

Breathe. As in. (shadow) 
by Rosamond S. King 

Breathe 
.  As in what if 
the shadow is gold 
en?  Breathe.  As in 
hale assuming 
exhale.  Imagine 
that.      As in first 
person singular.  Homonym 
:       .  As in subject.  As 
in centeroftheworld as in 
mundane.  The opposite of spectacle 
spectacular.  This is just us 
breathing.  Imagine 
normalized respite 
gold in shadows 
.  You have the 
right to breathe and remain 
.  Imagine 
that 

. 

mailto:bcolemaneef@gmail.com
https://poets.org/poem/breathe-shadow
https://poets.org/poet/rosamond-s-king
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     In this these times of uncertainty, the Caring Network still remains available to assist members and friends.  We were 
honored to be able to assist the nurses and correctional officers at the Northeast Regional Correctional Facility who care 
for inmates diagnosed with Covid-19.  Nine members of our congregation contributed to a very generous grocery drop.  
In addition, most of you should have received calls, phone messages, and/or e-mail messages from members of the  
Caring Network.  We have really enjoyed our conversations with all of you and getting to know folks who we didn’t 
ready know. We will continue to reach out each month as long as safety restrictions remain. If you would rather not be 
contacted, please leave a message at the church office.  
 

     Following CDC and state guidelines, we have not been able to meet in person, but had our first Zoom meeting on 
April 22nd and remain in contact by phone and e-mail.  Therefore, if you or someone you know could use a bit of support 
from the Caring Network, please contact a member of the core committee:  
 

Jane Brickett (603-788-2220/silofarm@gmail.com) 
 

Brendan Hadash (802-748-8074/bhadash@sover.net)   

Trish Turner (802-324-0388/patricia.turner.mail@gmail.com)  
 

Marguerite Bruno (802-892-1256 / mbruno2@mac.com) 
 

Susan-Lynn Johns (802-424-1380 / reflectionsforuu@gmail.com) 
 

Rest assured that any information shared with the Caring Network will remain confidential. 
 

Our next meeting will be on June 17th.  
 

 

 

 

     Thanks to the congregation for supporting the community lunch as we give out  
food on Saturdays.  Since we got most of our food from the dining hall at Northern  
Vermont University Lyndon we will need other sources of food.  If you are planting  
a garden please consider planting some extra for the meal.  Squash, both winter and  
summer, are favorites as well as tomatoes, onions, beans, greens and other garden vegetables.   

 

     It is with huge gratitude and a sigh of relief that our Annual Meeting has happened and appears to have been a 
“virtual” success – thanks not only to the Board’s preparation, but to the positive engagement and response of all of us, 
the congregation.  
 

     The entire proposed slate of officers and board members was accepted and voted into office.  We welcome both  
Charlie Emerson and Bill Coleman onto the board.  
 

     The budget was overwhelmingly accepted with 4 “no” votes.  There were also 2 write-in candidates for the Board.  It is 
wonderful when other names are presented, when other people are willing to offer their time and talent. Hopefully those 
two people – and others - will consider being on the list for nominations again in the future. 
 

      We welcome all comments, questions, concerns, and suggestions for the upcoming year.  And, of course, most Board 
meetings are open to members to attend.  A request to visit is necessary, in case we are having a closed executive  
meeting. 
 

Warmly, your Board of Trustees, 
 

Libby Hillhouse and Michelle Rutman, Co-Moderators 
Shannon Choquette, Clerk 
Gale Johnson, Treasurer 
Judith Hutchinson 
Charlie Emerson 
Bill Coleman 

mailto:silofarm@gmail.com
mailto:802-748-8074/bhadash@sover.net
mailto:802-324-0388/patricia.turner.mail@gmail.com
mailto:reflectionsforuu@gmail.com
mailto:reflectionsforuu@gmail.com
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Dear Aren, 
 

Congratulations!  The faculty of the Architecture Department are proud to share that you are the recipient of the Annie Blake Award.  
From day one in the sophomore studio you showed yourself to be an exceptional designer with a wonderful sense of playfulness.  The 
happiness and passion you bring to your work has been a pleasure to witness and encourage.  As you continued through the program, it 
became so clear that you were a design powerhouse, who took the opportunity to express your designs through the details as well as the 
whole.  It has been a great journey that for you is just beginning. 
 

Paul and I look forward to staying in touch with you after graduation and hope to be able to invite you to continue to work with us, join 
critiques, and share your wisdom with the next generation of students.  It has been a pleasure to have been part of your learning process!  
We honestly feel we have learned from you in so many ways.  Enjoy your next phase and hold onto your vision! 
 

Warm regards, Patty Seitz, Head of Architecture School + Paul Hajian, outgoing Head of Architecture School 

Photo, online learning in Vermont/Time of Corona.  Aren received this nice note and award. 

Olivia Brimmer will be attending New England College,  
majoring in Political Science. 


